
 
CONCEPT NOTE      
 

Course Title: 

Second Intermediate-level e-Learning Course on System of National 

Accounts 

I. BACKGROUND & RATIONALE 

In view of the high-unmet demands for training in different fields of official statistics 

in the region, SIAP, in its Strategic Plan 2010-2014, adopted the approach of conducting 

distance training courses as an integral part of its training programme to supplement its 

regular Tokyo-Metropolitan-Area based training courses and outreach programme. 

Complying with the Strategic Plan, SIAP conducts e-learning courses – Internet-based 

guided training courses – on different subjects. These courses are either complete in 

themselves or a part a blended-mode training course conducted in combination with 

face-to-face training.  

On the System of National Accounts (SNA), SIAP at present offers basic-level and 

intermediate-level courses for official statisticians of the ESCAP region. These courses 

consist of only distance learning component and are conducted entirely through the Internet. 

The basic level courses consist of mainly the basic concepts and definitions of the SNA and 

are designed to benefit those junior- and middle-level officials working in different fields of 

official statistics who were uninitiated in national accounts. The intermediate-level courses on 

the SNA, on the other hand, are meant for officials who are well conversant with the basic 

concepts of national accounts.   

National accounts statistics is the most important set of economic statistics required 

for macroeconomic policy analysis for inclusive and sustainable development. The Regional 

Programme for Improvement of Economic Statistics in the Region envisages that the 

National Statistical Systems of the member States of the region would be able to implement 

the main recommendations of the 2008 SNA by 2020. Using such Internet-based guided 

e-learning course, SIAP envisages to reach a larger number and broader group of government 

officials/statisticians and equip them with the knowledge and skills required for compilation 

and use of national accounts.  
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The proposed e-learning course is the second in the series of SIAP’s 

intermediate-level e-learning courses on the SNA. The proposed course, the Second 

Intermediate-Level e-Learning Course on the System of National Accounts is planned to be 

conducted during 14 October – 20 December 2013. This course is designed for the junior- 

and middle-level officials with prior knowledge of the basic concepts of the SNA, 

particularly for those who have successfully completed one of the three basic-level e-learning 

courses conducted by the SIAP during Nov.-Dec. 2011, Aug.- Sept. 2012 and Nov 2012 – 

Jan. 2013.  

 

II. COURSE OBJECTIVE 

With the general goal of strengthening the capacity of national statistical offices in 

compilation of national accounts (according to 2008 SNA), this is designed to provide, in 

particular, a detailed description and underlying principles of the structure and content of the 

integrated sequence of accounts of the SNA, in terms of nominal and real measures of the 

constituent macro-economic aggregates. 

 

III. LEARNING OUTCOMES 

The course is designed to help the participants acquire knowledge and skills to: 

a) better understand the principles of compiling sequence of accounts at current and constant 

prices; and  

b) identify the data needs for compiling the sequence of accounts.  

 

IV. TARGET PARTICIPANTS 

Target participants are junior- and middle-level government statisticians who perform tasks 

relating to compilation and use of national accounts or regional (sub-national) accounts and 

• possess at least five years’ experience in compilation of national accounts and 

knowledge of basic concepts of the SNA or  

• have successfully completed one of the SIAP’s basic-level e-learning courses on the 

SNA or 

• have taken one of SIAP’s Group Training Courses in Analysis, Interpretation and Use 

of Official (Economic) Statistics.  
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V. THE COURSE PROGRAMME  

Course Design 

The course will be conducted in English. 

The duration of the course will be 10 weeks – from 14 October – 20 December 2013. The 

course materials consist of a compilation of notes meant for reading, called “Reading 

Material”, and separate groups of PowerPoint presentations for each lesson. The entire course 

is divided into eight lessons.  

After having registered themselves for the course, participants would be able to 

access the training materials at anytime during the course and from any place with 

connectivity to the Internet. Thus, how to use their time during the 10 weeks’ duration of the 

course would be left entirely up to the participants.  

During the course, the participants would be required to take the lessons in a 

prescribed sequence. After completion of each lesson, they would be required to take a 

lesson-completion test and secure 80 per cent score in order to get access to the presentations 

and lesson-completion test question set for the next lesson. Besides, the participants would be 

required to submit three assignments during the course and take an end-of-course final 

examination.  

Participants would be able to interact with the course conductors through ‘question 

& answer’ forum, while the course conductors would check the assignments and return them 

to the participants pointing out the mistakes and commenting on where they are lacking. In 

all, the participants are expected to devote about 40 hours during the 10 weeks’ period for 

completing the course. 

SIAP expects the nominating agencies to take note of and acknowledge the time 

required for taking the course and support the participants in all possible way for successfully 

completing the course. 

Topics to be covered 

The Intermediate-Level Course on the System of National Accounts (2008 SNA) is designed 

to provide a detailed description and underlying principles of the structure and content of the 

integrated sequence of accounts of the SNA, in terms of nominal and real measures of the 

constituent macro-economic aggregates. 
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Topic Contents 

I. Review of Basic 

Concepts – A Brief 

Recap 

 

– Economic Assets and Economic flows: Transactions & other 

flows 

– Constituents of Domestic Economy 

– GVA & Domestic Product and production boundary 

– Primary Income, property income, National Income & 

Disposable income 

– Final Consumption Expenditure 

– Assets boundary & classification and capital formation 

– Classification of Transactions: exchange and transfers – 

current and capital 

– Taxes and Subsidies & valuation of Transactions 

– Main Identities & Sequence of (transaction) accounts – in 

brief 

II. Budget Identity: 

 

– Kitchen table accounts                        

– Households                               

– Business (corporate unit) 

– Government / NPISHs 

– Kitchen table accounts consolidation         

– Over domestic institutional units  

– Transaction-category-wise balance and transactions 

with RoW  

– Net lending / borrowing to / from RoW – revisited        

III. Integrated 

Institutional Sector 

Accounts 

– Kitchen table accounts to basic SNA accounts     

– Integrated basic SNA accounts            

– Balancing items 

– Transactions with RoW         

– Double / quadruple entry system  

– Institutional Units & Institutional Sectors: including SPEs – 

artificial subsidiaries and Captive financial institutions – 

holding companies. 
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IV. Production Account 

and Generation of 

Income Account: 

Main entries & data 

needs 

– Definition of Output 

– Principle of change of ‘economic ownership’ 

– Recording of output & within-enterprise transactions 

– Intermediate consumption 

– Case of own-account capital formation 

V. Domestic Economy 

and External 

Transactions - 

revisited 

Domestic economy – revisited  

– Non-residents’ ownership of land and other natural resources  

– Branch of multi-nationals & multi-territory institutional units  

– SPEs  

– Holding companies  

– Head office  

External Transactions – revisited:  

– Merchanting and  

– Goods for processing  

– Global Manufacturing  

– Types of producers  

VI. Distribution and Use 

of Income Accounts: 

Main entries & data 

needs  

Distribution and Use of Income Accounts – An Introduction 

Allocation of primary income account 

– Property income 

– Contracts, Leases and Licenses 

Secondary distribution of income account 

– Social Contributions and Social Benefits other than social 

benefits in kind 

– Rerouting of insurance related transactions 

Redistribution of income in kind account 

Use of Income account 

– Government final consumption expenditure (GFCE) 

– Individual and Collective consumption expenditure 

– Final consumption expenditure and actual final 

consumption 

– Use of adjusted disposable income account 

– Data Needs            
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VII. Capital and 

Financial Accounts: 

Main entries & data 

needs 

Capital and Financial Accounts – An Introduction 

Asset boundary 

– Main extensions in 2008 SNA 

– Borderline issues 

Asset classification [as in 1993 & 2008 SNA] 

Valuation of Assets 

Capital account  

– Capital formation 

– Acquisition less disposal of non-produced non-financial 

assets 

– Capital transfers 

– Changes in net worth 

Financial accounts  

– Financial assets 

– Financial transactions 

– Valuation 

– Time of recording 

Data Needs 

VIII. Price and 

volume measures 

 

Introduction 

Price and Volume Measures – Underlying Concepts 

– Price changes in the Accounting Structure 

– Constant-Price Estimation and Measure of General Price 

Level 

Value, price and volume 

– Implicit Price Deflator 

Estimates at constant prices - Basic techniques  

Volume measures in national accounts 

– Volume measures for value added 

– Volume measures for output  

– Volume measures of GDP by expenditure 

– Rebasing national accounts 
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