
Principle 4 – Prevention of Misuse 

The statistical agencies are entitled to 
comment on erroneous 
interpretation and misuse of 
statistics.  

 



Principle 4: Right to React 

This is a right, not an obligation, but to be used 
sparingly but effectively, e.g. 
– When important media in their comments do not 

observe explicit limits of interpretations 
– When documents for decision-making by 

governments/Parliaments contain inappropriate 
or doubtful statistics where better data would 
exist, or when announced limits of use are 
disregarded 



Principle 4: Right to React 

• If criticized, refer to the published methodology 
and to international standards you use 

• Do not enter into discussion about other figures 
advocated by the critics, the methodology of 
which is not transparent 

• For key indicators such as the CPI, have an 
independent scientific audit from time to time 

• Do not hesitate to ask the opinion of peers from 
abroad, and to publish their findings and 
recommendations 
 



Principle 4: Right to React 

Make sure of  
– Assessment of the quality of results prior to 

release (e.g. by comparison to other sources), and 
investigate whether outliers are real or fiction 

– Explanation of “strange” movements or 
unexpected results, and distinguishing between 
statistical artifacts, influence of unique events, 
and changes in underlying phenomena 



Principle 4: Preventing Misuse 

“Statistical artifacts: significant differences 
may be due to 

 
• Rebasing 
• Change in concept 
• Revised classification 
• Change in methodology 
 



Principle 5 – Cost-effectiveness 

Data for statistical purposes may be 
drawn from all types of sources, be 
they statistical surveys or 
administrative records. Statistical 
agencies are to choose the source 
with regard to quality, timeliness, 
costs and the burden on respondents.  

 



Principle 5: Data Collection 

Three types of sources of official statistics 
– Statistical censuses and surveys 
– Administrative records 
– Secondary use of environment and territorial 

observation and monitoring data collected by 
specialized government agencies 

 
Most official statistics come from the first 

source. 



Principle 5: Data Collection 

• For statistical surveys, the statistical law 
applies to all phases of the statistical activity. 

• For the other two sources, primary data 
collection are based on other laws, and the 
statistical legislation becomes applicable only 
once the data are handed over to a producer 
of official statistics. 



Principle 5: Surveys 

Response burden has to be assessed 
in advance and taken into account: 



Principle 5: Administrative Sources 

• The statistical office must have the legal right 
to receive, for its tasks, regularly and on an ad 
hoc basis, microdata sets from other 
ministries and public entities taken from their 
administrative sources 

• This does not mean that direct identifiers have 
to be included in all cases, but the possibility 
should not be entirely excluded 
 



Principle 5: Administrative Sources 

• Statistical producers have the right to recode 
the administrative data received from other 
ministries to improve compatibility with 
statistical definitions and classifications 

• Data received in this way should never be 
given back to the data owner or transferred by 
the statistical producer to a third party for 
non-statistical (administrative) purposes 



Principle 5: Administrative Sources 

• NSOs have to consider data sources, and 
especially surveys, as a system of interrelated 
operations with optimal relationships 
between data sources and results 

• Very often, the best estimates are based on a 
judicious combination of sources, combining 
the individual strengths and reducing the 
individual weaknesses 



NQAF 



All Principles 
• No principle is negotiable; the core meaning 

has to be fully observed in all activities of 
official statistics 

• Temptation to trade off certain principles 
against additional financing of a survey by a 
ministry; make it clear in a written 
agreement with the funding agency that 
they accept the rules of the game 

• Staff has to be trained in what each principle 
implies for their behaviour 



Group Work 
A new series has been designed and tested. The 

change is due to 
 Group A – rebasing 
 Group B – revised classification 
 Group C – change in methodology 
 Group D – change in concept 
Prepare a plan for launching the new series to 

prevent confusion, misinterpretation, and 
misuse.  
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