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The Australian SBR

Purpose
To  enable the ABS Economic survey program

Role
To combine administrative data & survey data 
to create a list of economically active 
organisations in Australia  
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Why 

• National Accounts need economic Surveys
• SBRs = Who to send surveys to

• Cost effective
– Cheaper than Economic Census
– Cheaper than bad surveys
– Lower provider burden

• Data quality
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How

• Combine different data sources
– Business registration forms
– Tax forms
– Surveys
– Other Administrative data sources

• Then integration
– Processes
– Profilers
– Systems
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The Australian SBR

• Legal entity base 
• Two populations 

– Profiled Population 
– Non-profiled Population

• Primary Use – Economic Surveys
• Secondary Uses 

– Turnover, Wages & Employment estimates 
– Business Demographic Statistics
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The Australian SBR – History

• 1970s 
– Established to support Economic Census. 

• 1980s 
– Integrated with agricultural register
– Profiling team established
– Common frame introduced 

• 2000s
– The Australian Business Register (ABR) 
– Replaced the mainframe with Oracle based platform

• 2010s - Transformation 
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Australian Business Register (ABR)

– The ABR is a separate government department.
– Unique ID used to identify businesses to everyone
– Registration form designed by ABS & ATO
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Economic Units Model
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The System (BRIMS)
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Administrative Data

• Value Added Tax (VAT or GST)
• Wages
• Company Tax
• Alive status
• Industry Classification
• Government Financial Statistics

All Administration in Australia use the ABN as 
their Unit
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Staffing (Full Time Equivalent)

• 50 FTE Staff - Melbourne, Australia 
• 6 managers
• 25 profilers
• 9 technical staff
• 10 analysts 
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Statistical Products

• Common & Survey Frames (Quarterly)
• Tax Data  (Quarterly)
• Business Demographic Statistics (Annually)

• That’s it
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Q&A

• Will go into much more detail in next four 
days. 

• Thank you!


