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Dear Colleagues,

- Congratulations and warm greetings to you all for your election to the
Governing Council of UN Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacific. It is my
pleasure to write to you as Vice Chair of the 14th session of the UNSIAP Governing
Council held in Incheon on 26th and 27th November 2018.

The following recommendations were made in the context of preparation of Strategic
Plan 2020-2024 of the Institute.

. The Council endorsed the report of the review of the implementation of the
strategic plan for 2015-2019 as contained in E/ESCAP/SIAP/GC (14)/4,
noting the need for further analysis of participants’ evaluation and
countries’ demands.

. The Council recommended that the formulation of the strategic plan for
2020-2024 take the following into consideration: improving course
effectiveness; impact of e-learning; supply and demand analysis; use of
country expertise; mobilizing necessary resources to meet short term
demands; flexibility in delivery modalities and mobilization of expertise in
highly specialized areas; better targeting and multiplier effect; delivery
through partnerships with national training institutions and other
development partners.

. The Council agreed to establish a small working group of council members
to formulate a first draft of the strategic plan for 2020-2024 for further
consultation by the Council and possibly the membership of the Network
for the Coordination of Statistical Training in Asia and the Pacific, sub-
regional organizations and other important stakeholders.

Based on these recommendations, a small working group of the members of
the Governing Council to formulate first draft of the Strategic Plan for 2020-2024
was set up from the following countries: Philippines, Japan, Russia and Vanuatu.

Considering the outcome of elections of the Governing Council in May 2019
during 75th session of UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific, we may have to reconstitute this small working group. I propose that the
two vacancies which have arisen due to non-election of Philippines and non- .
contesting of election by Vanuatu be filled by Bangladesh to represent South Asia



and Thailand to represent South East Asia. This is urgently required so that this
group may formulate a first draft of the Strategic Plan for 2020-2024.

Considering the strategic plan for 2015-2019 will be expired in December
2019, the Governing Council will be required to discuss Strategic Plan for 2020-
2024 in the 15th session scheduled to be held on 9th and 10th December 2019 in
Chiba. Because rules of procedure of the Governing Council require Secretary to
submit “at least six weeks in advance of each regular session and at least two
weeks before a special session, the provisional agenda together with relevant
documentation and information”, the draft of the Strategic Plan for 2020-2024 is
required to be delivered to all of you in October 2019. Considering the procedure for
compilation of annual budget, a first draft of the Strategic plan for 2020-2024 is
needed by August 2019.

I should be grateful if you could give your concurrence to the above proposal
at the earliest, in any case before 20th July 2019 so that this working group may
start its work and give a first draft of Strategic Plan for 2020-2024 by August 2019.

Sincerely yours,

YOKOTA Nobutaka (Mr.)
Director-General for Policy Planning on Statistical Standards
Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications

Government of Japan



