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‘Four pillars’ of labour statistics

Household 
Surveys

Labour Force Survey

Extra topics collected with the 
Labour Force Survey

(e.g. Characteristics of Employment, 
Participation Job Search and Mobility, 

Education and Work, etc)

Census and other surveys 

(e.g. Survey of Income and 
Housing)

Establishment 
Surveys

Job Vacancies

Average Weekly Earnings

Employee Earnings and Hours

Wage Price Index

Public Sector Employment and 
Earnings

Industrial Disputes

Administrative 
data

Weekly Payroll Jobs (STP data)

Monthly Employee Earnings 
indicator (STP data)

Jobs in Australia

Personal Income in Australia

Compiled 
accounts

Labour Account 

(and related multi-source 
statistics – e.g. multiple job-

holding)

Other accounts 

(e.g. Tourism satellite account)



Examples of indicators from ABS labour statistics

Principal Indicator ABS Source Source type

Proportion of women in managerial 
positions

• Employee Earnings and Hours survey * • 2-stage enterprise 
survey

Average hourly earnings for 
employees in businesses by sex

• Employee Earnings and Hours survey • 2-stage enterprise 
survey

Unemployment rate, by sex and age • Labour Force survey • Household survey

Unemployment rate, by persons with 
disabilities

• Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers • Household survey

Sector employment as a proportion 
of total employment

• Labour Force survey

• Various enterprise surveys

• Labour Account

• Household survey

• Enterprise surveys

• Account

Job openings (vacancies) in 
businesses

• Job vacancies survey

• Labour Account

• Enterprise survey

• Account
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Challenges of sourcing through survey data

TA R G E T E D  B U T …

E X P E N S I V E

L O W  R E S P O N S E

B U R D E N S O M E

I N F R E Q U E N T



The increasing role of administrative data 

Admin data

• Weekly payroll jobs (STP)

• Monthly employee earnings (STP)

• Jobs in Australia (LEED)

• Personal Income in Australia (LEED)

• “Multi-source” statistics (e.g., Labour 

Account, Labour hire workers, etc)

M A T U R I T Y

R O B U S T N E S S

C O S T

C O M P L E X I T Y

I N T E G R A T I O N



One example: Industry employment by….



• Proportion of women in managerial 
positions – detailed data

• Gender pay gap

Indicators from non-ABS labour statistics

• Annual taxable 
income for 
men and 
women

• ANZ job advertisements: 
Strong indicator of job 
vacancies

• The Household, Income and 
Labour Dynamics in Australia 
(HILDA) Survey

• Measuring 
online job 
advertisements



Key ABS gender pay gap indicators (original)



Benefits of the 
principal indicators 

manual 

9



We can talk about Job openings



We can talk about Average hourly earnings by sex



Questions?

12
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