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Basic Demographic and  Fertility 
Concepts and  Definitions 
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Outlines 
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I. Age 
 

II. Marital status 
 

III. Fertility 
 

a. Children ever born alive 
b. Children living 
c. Date of birth of last child born alive 
d. Age, date or duration of first marriage 
e. Age of mother at birth of first child born alive 

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KJkPyVtL5RZBMARhOJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=age&fr2=piv-web&tab=organic&ri=32&w=760&h=760&imgurl=www.coloriages.fr/coloriages/coloriage-age.jpg&rurl=http://www.coloriages.fr/coloriage-age.htm&size=41.2KB&name=imprimer+le+coloriage+%3Cb%3Eage+%3C/b%3Epour+imprimer+le+coloriage+%3Cb%3Eage+%3C/b%3Eclique+sur&p=age&oid=60c42c21f21d9a1cf71a79b88297f723&fr2=piv-web&fr=&tt=imprimer+le+coloriage+%3Cb%3Eage+%3C/b%3Epour+imprimer+le+coloriage+%3Cb%3Eage+%3C/b%3Eclique+sur&b=31&ni=140&no=32&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11abaevuf&sigb=12giv3p6j&sigi=11eedc95u&.crumb=es3XXrx8hdo&
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KJkPiGtb5RO2AA8dWJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=marital+status&n=30&ei=utf-8&y=Search&tab=organic&ri=83&w=334&h=380&imgurl=pdxsx.files.wordpress.com/2010/02/ist2_3139917_wedding_rings_3d.jpg&rurl=http://pdxsx.com/tag/dont-ask/&size=34.9KB&name=According+to+workplacefairness.org+,+%3Cb%3Emarital+status+%3C/b%3Ediscrimination+...&p=marital+status&oid=21282875b096ee3ac2ee464dc2469ffb&fr2=&fr=&tt=According+to+workplacefairness.org+,+%3Cb%3Emarital+status+%3C/b%3Ediscrimination+...&b=61&ni=140&no=83&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=10uqcibr8&sigb=136q34q72&sigi=123plgal3&.crumb=es3XXrx8hdo&


Age 
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 Age is the interval of time between the date of birth and the date of 
the census, expressed in completed solar years.  
 

 Information on age may be secured either by obtaining the date 
(year, month and day) of birth or by asking directly for age at the 
person’s last birthday 

 

 The “date of birth” method yields more precise information and 
should be used whenever circumstances permit 
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Age 
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 Children under one year of age, must be given “zero year of age” rather 
than “one year” 
 

 In spite of its drawbacks, the direct question on age is the only one 
to be used when people cannot provide even a birth year. 
 

 Individuals aged 15 to 24 years are considered youth. 
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Marital status; concepts 

 Marital status is the personal status of each individual in 
relation to the marriage laws or customs of the country. The 
categories of marital status to be identified are at least the 
following: 

(a) Single, in other words, never married; 

(b) Married; 

(c) Widowed and not remarried; 

(d) Divorced and not remarried; 

(e) Married but separated. 
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Marital status; concepts 

 In some countries, category (b) may require a subcategory of persons 
who are contractually married but not yet living as man and wife. 

 

 In all countries, category (e) should comprise both the legally and the 
de facto separated, who may be shown as separate subcategories if 
desired.  

 

 The concept of marital status should not be confused with the concept 
of de facto union status which describes extralegal unions (including 
some consensual unions) of varying degrees of stability common in 
some countries.  
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Marital status; concepts 

 The information on de facto union which may exist outside 
marriage are important for fertility studies.  
 

So, 
 Countries which wish to use these information should collect 

separate data for each person on this type of union and duration 
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Fertility 

 The investigation of fertility in population censuses is 
particularly important in countries lacking a timely and 
reliable system of vital statistics 
 

 Census can provide data on some of the topics (“children born 
alive”, “children living”, and “age at marriage or union”) that are not 
easily available from registration data. 
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Fertility 

 The universe for which data should be collected for each of 
the topics included in this section consists of women 15 years of 
age and over regardless of marital status. 
 
 

 In countries that do not use the data for women 50 years of 
age and over, it may be appropriate to limit data collection 
to women under the age of 50. 
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Fertility 

 IMPORTANT: The data in the basic census tabulations should 
not be used for the direct calculation of fertility rates. Reliable 
estimation of fertility levels using census data requires 
adjustment based on methods of demographic analysis. 
 

 Among proposed items, only “children ever born alive” is 
recommended to be included in all population censuses and 
others have lower priority. 
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Fertility; Children ever born alive 

 Information on number of children born alive (lifetime fertility) 
should include all children born alive (that is to say, excluding 
foetal deaths) during the life time of the woman concerned up 
to the census date 
 

 The number recorded should include all live-born children, by sex, 
whether born in or out of marriage, whether born in the 
present or a prior marriage, or in a de facto union, or whether 
living or dead at the time of the census.  
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Fertility; Children living 

 Data on children living , in conjunction with those on children 
ever born are used in indirect estimation of infant and child 
mortality in situations where there are no reliable data from a 
civil registration. 
 

 It is expected that improved coverage and quality of data on 
the total number of children ever born will be achieved if more 
detailed questions about the current residence of children ever 
born are asked 
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Fertility; Date of birth of last child born alive 

 Information on date of birth (day, month and year) of the last 
child born alive and on the sex of the child is used for 
estimating current fertility. 
 

 For estimating current age-specific fertility rates and other 
fertility measures, the data provided by this approach are 
more accurate than information from questions on the 
number of births to a woman during the 12 months 
immediately preceding the census.  

13 



Fertility; Date of birth of last child born alive 

 This information needs to be collected only for women 
between 15 and 50 years of age who have reported having at 
least one live birth during their lifetime.  
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Fertility; Date of birth of last child born alive 

 This information needs to be collected only for women between 
15 and 50 years of age who have reported having at least one live 
birth during their lifetime.  
 

 Also, the information should be collected for all the marital or 
union status categories of women for whom data on children 
ever born by sex are collected.  
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Fertility; Age, date or duration of first marriage 

 In countries where date of first marriage is difficult to obtain, 
it is advisable to collect information on age at marriage or on 
how many years ago the marriage took place 
 

 Include not only contractual first marriages and de facto 
unions but also customary marriages and religious marriages. 
 

 For women who are widowed, separated or divorced at the 
time of the census, “date of/age at/ number of years since 
dissolution of first marriage” should be secured. 
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Fertility; Age of mother at birth of first child born alive 

 Age of mother at the time of the birth of her first live-born 
child is used for the indirect estimation of fertility based on 
first births and to provide information on onset of 
childbearing and also for the indirect estimation of child 
mortality. 
 

 If the topic is included in the census, information should be 
obtained for each woman who has had at least one child born alive. 
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Thank you 
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