
Data preparation 

 Conversion 

 Understanding dataset 

 Understanding variables 

 Identifying variable contents (codes and values) 

 Decoding  

 Generating new variables when necessary 
 



Types of variables 

 
Variable 

Numerical 

Discrete 
(e.g., number of accidents) 

Continuous 
(e.g., age, income, height) 

Categorical 
(e.g., gender, make of a car, opinion 

of people) 
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