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Overview 

Global Gender Statistics Programme 

Goal:  
To enhance the capacity of 
countries to collect, 
disseminate and use 
reliable statistics and 
indicators to assess the 
relative situation of women 
and men in gender-
sensitive, policy-relevant 
areas 

IAEG-GS 

UNSD 

UN Stat Commission 

Coordinated by 

Since 2007 

Implemented by 

Mandated by 
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 Programme areas and objectives 

1. International Coordination 
 Objective: Improve global coherence 

 

2. Methods 
 Objective: Promote methodological developments 

 

3. Capacity-Building 
 Objective: Build technical capacity 

 

4. Data Management & Dissemination 
 Objective: Improve access to data and materials 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Established in 2006 - Recommendation of the IAEGM on the Development of Gender Statistics, New York December 2006
Aiming at:
Improving coordination and synergies among existing initiatives on gender statistics;
Promoting methodological development in emerging areas of gender concern

Milestone in 2011 UN Statistical Commission 
Report of the Ghana Statistical Service on Gender Statistics 
Secretary General’s Report on the Global Programme on Gender Statistics

"The Statistical Commission1 (...) acknowledged the strategic role of the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Gender Statistics and requested the expansion of its scope of work to include:
(i) Review of gender statistics with the aim of establishing a minimum set of gender indicators;
(ii) Guiding the development of manuals and methodological guidelines for the production and use of gender statistics;
(iii) Serving as the coordination mechanism for the Global Programme on Gender Statistics;“

1Report of the UN Statistical Commission 2011 (E/2011/24-E/CN.3/2011/37- part B, 42/102, item f

UN Stat Comm 2011 also requested UNSD to assume a leadership role in the development of GS;

Also agreed to tasks proposed in the Ghana report:
 Comprehensive review of GS programmes in countries;
 Establishing a min set og G inds for international compilation and dissemination;
Annual IAEG-GS meetings
 Biennual Global Forums;
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• Improving coordination and synergies among existing initiatives on 
gender statistics 

 

 

 
 

 1. International Coordination 

IAEG-GS 

-Since 2007 (6 meetings so far) 

-International, regional and national 
agencies 

-Annual meetings, 7th meeting in 2013 

-UNSD secretariat 

-Chair: Jordan/Mexico 

Global Forums 

1st Rome, Dec 2007 2nd Accra, Jan 2009 

3rd Manila, Oct 2010 4th Dead Sea, Mar 2012 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The IAEG-GS comprises representatives of the gender statistics programmes of international, regional and national institutions. Its current members include the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) – the group’s secretariat – the World Bank (WB), the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and Empowerment of Women (UN Women), the United Nations regional commissions, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the International Labour Organisation (ILO), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) and national representatives. It was set up to coordinate global work on gender statistics and to foster closer collaboration between stakeholders in order to identify best practices in the area of gender statistics. Through its coordination activities, it also promotes closer integration of global and regional initiatives and ensures that efforts are not duplicated. 
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 2. Methods/ 3. Capacity-Building 
• Promoting methodological development and strengthening 

capacity including in emerging areas of gender concern 

 

• Violence against Women 
 UN Guidelines for the Production of Statistics on 

Violence Against Women, 2013 

• Time Use 
 International Classification of Activities for Time Use 

Statistics-ICATUS 
 

• Integrating a Gender Perspective into 
Statistics 
 New Manual 
 UNSD Wikiplatform (forthcoming) 
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– Minimum set of Indicators for Gender Statistics 

• Agreed by IAEG-GS in 2011 and by UN Stat 
Commission in 2013 

» International data compilation of indicators on Tier 1 
(data available + agreed int’l definition)  

» Promoting capacity building activities for indicators in 
Tier 2 (some data available + agreed int’l definition)            IAEG-
advisory group on emerging issues  

» Methodological development for indicators in Tier 3    
(no data + no agreed int’l definition)                  EDGE project  

 

4. Data Management & Dissemination 

• Global Gender Statistics platform 

•  Continuation of the World’s Women series 
            -   Analysis of trends in key areas, review of data availability 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To Improve access to data and materials
The minimum set covers 5 domains: I. Economic structures and access to resources; II. Education ; III. Health and related services ; IV. Public life and decision-making ; V. Human rights of women and girl children as well as norms. Indicators are divided into three tiers:

Tier 1 indicators are indicators for which definitions are clear and the data are routinely collected (e.g. education)
Tier 2 indicators are indicators for which the definitions are clear but the data are not routinely collected (e.g. violence against women)
Tier 3 indicators are those for which the definitions are not clear and the data are not routinely collected.

In March 2012, the IAEG reviewed the list of indicators and agreed that: For Tier 1 indicators, a mechanism will be established for the international agencies to regularly provide data and metadata to UNSD.  Efforts will be made to promote capacity-building activities  to expand the data coverage of indicators in Tier 2. Small groups will be established to undertake methodological work on indicators in Tier 3 and emerging issues (including through EDGE).



Workshop on Improving the Integration of a Gender Perspective into 
Official Statistics, 16-19 April 2013, Chiba, Japan 

United Nations Statistics Division 

Recent activities 

 

 Global review of Gender Statistics Programmes 
in countries 
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Survey of National Gender Statistics 
Programmes and Activities 

• Requested by the 2011 session of the 
United Nations Statistical Commission 
 

• Two-staged: UNRCs carried out the 
review at the regional level / 
International compilation by UNSD 

• 126 countries including 24 ESCAP 
countries 

• Questionnaire jointly developed by 
the UN Statistics Division (UNSD),  the 
UN Regional Commissions (UNRCs) 
and the Inter-agency and expert 
group on gender statistics (IAEG) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
126 countries at least partially
Armenia	
Azerbaijan	
Bangladesh	
Bhutan	
Cambodia	
China	
French Polynesia	
Hong Kong SAR of China	
Iran (Islamic Republic of)	
Japan	
Kazakhstan	
Kyrgyzstan	
Macao SAR of China	
Malaysia	
Mongolia	
New Caledonia	
New Zealand	
NIUE	
Philippines (NSO)	
Philippines (NSCB)	
Russian Federation	
Singapore	
Tajikistan	
Thailand	
Timor-Leste	
Viet nam	
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Global Review - Objectives 

– Conduct a review of gender statistics in 
national statistical systems 
 

– Obtain information on how gender 
perspectives are mainstreamed 
 

 Identify good practices and challenges to 
integrating gender into the production and 
use of statistics 
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Global Review: 5 main topics 

1. Institutional arrangements 
2. Production (including data collection) of gender 

statistics 
3. Addressing users’ needs 
4. Assessment of mainstreaming gender into national 

statistical system 
5. Legal framework 
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4. Assessment of mainstreaming gender 
into national statistical system 
 Mainstreaming/integrating a gender 

perspective into statistics means that 
gender issues and gender-based biases are 
taken into account systematically, in the 
production of all official statistics and at all 
stages of data production. 

Extent to which objective of gender mainstreaming has been achieved

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

ESCWA ECE ESCAP ECA

Fully achieved Partially achieved Not met No overall objective stated

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(It means that gender is brought into the “mainstream” of all statistical activities rather than dealt with as an “add-on”)

Coverage of gender issues are decided from the stage of planning of data collection 
Concepts and methods of data collection are chosen to be gender-sensitive
Dissemination of gender statistics are incorporated in regular publications or databases, therefore they reach a wider audience

A more sustainable production of gender statistics
Improved quality of data produced by national statistical systems

			ESCWA	ECE	ESCAP	ECA	All	
Fully achieved	7.1		32.5	16.7		12.1	19.8	
Partially achieved	78.6		45.0	58.3		45.5	52.3	
Not met		7.1		5.0	12.5		18.2	10.8	
No objective		7.1		17.5	12.5		24.2	17.1	
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1. Institutional arrangements 
Gender Statistics Entities 
Question 1: Gender statistics entities 

Type of gender statistics entity 

% countries by type of gender statistics entity 

ESCAP (N=24) All countries (N=126) 

Gender statistics focal point /desk in NSO 62.5 68.2 

Gender focal points in different government 
ministries/agencies 50.0 49.2 

Gender statistics working groups, advisory 
group 41.7 31.7 

Gender statistics dedicated office within the 
NSO 37.5 31.0 

Gender statistics section in different 
government ministries/agencies 16.7 27.8 

Gender statistics focal point/officer in 
different offices within the NSO 29.2 27.0 

+ 

- 

+ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Countries were asked about the main tasks of their gender statistics entity.  The most common tasks were:
Answering requests for gender statistics from national and international users 
Compiling gender statistics data 
Disseminating gender statistics 

The least common tasks mentioned were:
Integrating gender perspectives in statistics training 
Organizing gender statistics related national trainings




Workshop on Improving the Integration of a Gender Perspective into 
Official Statistics, 16-19 April 2013, Chiba, Japan 

United Nations Statistics Division 

1. Institutional arrangements 
Budgets 

Questions 4 and 6: Budgets for gender statistics   

  ESCAP   All 

% with a dedicated gender statistics budget 8.3   12.7 

% with ad-hoc funds but no dedicated budget 54.2   48.4 

% without dedicated budget or ad-hoc funds 37.5   38.9 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just 13% of countries reported having a dedicated budget for gender statistics within either the national statistics budget or the NSO’s budget
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 2. Production of Gender Statistics 

ESCAP - production of gender statistics, regularity 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Labour Force
Unemployment

Mortality
Education and Training

Poverty
Morbidity

Unpaid work
Disability

Access to health services
Sexual and reproductive

Adolescent fertility
Agriculture

Entrepreneurship
Power and decision

Child marriage
Violence against women

ICT
Access to clean water

Access to sanitation
Informal employment

Satelite Accounts
Media

Regularly produced Produced on irregular basis Not produced
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Some conclusions 

However, progress still needs to be made: 
↘ To fully achieve the general objective of mainstreaming 

gender 
 

↘ To cover the whole scope of gender statistics in terms of 
areas and methodologies (emerging issues) 
 

↘ To adequately and fully use existing statistical sources 
 

• Global recognition of the importance of Gender Statistics as 
perceived through the existence of dedicated entities/focal points 

• Some tasks and some areas are well-covered 
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http://unstats.un.org/unsd/gender/default.html  
Visit us at: 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/gender/default.html
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