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I. Introduction 

Equity vs Equality 

Equity
• Equity recognizes that some are at a 

larger disadvantage than others and 
aims at compensating for these peoples 
misfortunes and disabilities to ensure 
that everyone can attain the same type 
of healthy lifestyle. Examples of this are: 

• “When libraries offer literacy programs, 
when schools offer courses in English as 
a second language, and when 
foundations target scholarships to 
students from poor families, they 
operationalize a belief in equity of 
access as fairness and as justice” (ALA, 
2014)

Equality
• “access to channels of communication and 

sources of information that is made available 
on even terms to all--a level playing field--is 
derived from the concept of fairness as 
uniform distribution, where everyone is 
entitled to the same level of access and can 
avail themselves if they so choose.” (ALA, 2014)

• In this definition of equality no one person 
has an unfair advantage. Everyone is given 
equal opportunities and accessibility and are 
then free to do what they please with it. 
However, this is not to say that everyone is 
then inherently equal. Some people may 
choose to seize these open and equal 
opportunities while others let them pass by. 



Macro Relations Between Education and 
Economic, Social and Cultural Aspects

Cost of 

Education 

Class

Income 

Gender

Race
Ethnicity Family 

Equity in Education of OECD 

Criteria Themes Main Components Key Indicators 

Input The access to learning 
opportunities as the 
input

Level of equitable educational 
opportunities 

School enrolment 
Public education expenditure per 
student 

Process The participation as the 
process

Participation in learning 
process of vulnerable groups 

Completion of upper secondary 

Output The learning 
achievement as the 
output

Quantitive and Qualitative 
differences in learning outcome 
between students from 
vulnerable groups and none-
vulnerable groups

Differences in learning outcome 
based on the level of parents’ 
education 
Differences in learning outcome 
based on family income

Schleicher, A. (2014), OECD 



Access and Qaulity 
in Education of UN 

GMR (2016)

II. Korean Education: Overview



Korea – Overview

(UIS, 2018)

Korean Education System 

(UIS, 2018)



III. Korean Education: Trends

Participation in Education (Dropout)

(UIS, 2018)



Participation in Education (Pre-Primary)

(UIS, 2018)

Participation in Education (Primary)

(UIS, 2018)



Participation in Education (Secondary)

(UIS, 2018)

Participation in Education (Tertiary)

(UIS, 2018)



Progress and Completion in Education 

(UIS, 2018)

IV. Equity in Korean Education 



Schools and Students 

• Number of schools increased by 29, 
while 24 primary schools are increased 
in comparisons to the number of of 
schools in 2017 .

• Overall, total number of students in 
2018are in decline (6,468,629, 158,906, 
2.5% in decline) , while the number of 
primary school students are in increase

• Total number of students are all in 
decline, except in Sejong City which 
17.8% increased in comparison to that 
of 2017. 

Source: 2018 Korean Education Statistics (MoE, August, 2018)Translation: Grey (total), Red (Pre-primary), Yellow (primary)
Green (lower secondary), blue (upper-secondary)

Status of Girls in Education 

• Ratios of girls in primary and lower 
secondary increased 0.1% each in 
comparison to those of 2017. 

• Total number of girls in in primary and 
lower secondary decreased by 72,454 in 
comparison to those of 2017. 

Translation: Grey (total), Red (Pre-primary), Yellow (primary)
Green (lower secondary), blue (upper-secondary)

Source: 2018 Korean Education Statistics (MoE, August, 2018)



Multiculturalism in Korean Education (1)

• ‘Students with multicultural backgrounds’ 
is make up of 2.2% (122,212) of total 
number of students in Korea 

• Total number (109,387 -> 122,212) and 
ratio (11.7% increased) of students with 
multicultural backgrounds increased  

• Total number (82,733 -> 93,027) and 
ratio (12.4% increased) of students with 
multicultural backgrounds increase.  

Translation: Grey (total), Red (Pre-primary), Yellow (primary)
Green (lower secondary), blue (upper-secondary)

Source: 2018 Korean Education Statistics (MoE, August, 2018)

Multiculturalism in Korean Education(2)

• In 2018, Ratio of ‘Students with 
multicultural backgrounds increased by 
2.2 % in comparison to 1.9% in 2017  

• In 2018, 80.4% ‘students with multicultural 
backgrounds’ are from internationally 
marriage couples (born in Korea) ‘

• In 2018, largest number of parents of 
‘students with multicultural backgrounds’ 
are from Vietnam (35,568 persons, 
29.1%).

(Unit : number of persons, %)

Countries 
Number of Students 

with 
Ration

Total 122,212 100.0

Vietnam 35,568 29.1

China (exclude Korean 

Chinese) 
27,200 22.3

Philippines 14,093 11.5

China (Korean Chinese) 12,522 10.2

Japan 10,363 8.5

Others 22,466 18.4

주 1) Note ) “Others “ includes Thailand, Mongolia, Russia, US, USA,
Taiwan, Indonesia, EU, Africa, Oceania, South Asia, central Asia



Ten Year Overview 2018-2017
(Pre-primary and Primary)

Ten Year Overview 2018-2017 
(Secondary & Tertiary) 



V. DISCUSSION & CONCLUSION

Korean Education 
: Competitiveness and Challenges 

A Strong Public Education System   

Providing Educational Opportunities   

Promotion of Vocational Education with an 

Emphasis on Field Training Based on  NCS 

Elementary and Middle School Education 

Systems

Art, Physical and Character-Building  

Education for Well-Rounded Growth 

Free Semester System to Develop Talents   

Boosting Teachers’ Competency and 

Morale 

Reinforcement of Early Childhood 

Education, including the Nuri Curriculum 

Education Informatization, Utilizing ICT in 

Education and E-learning Policies

Customized Lifelong Education Provided

Structural Reform of Universities and  

Promotion of Local Universities

Academic-Industrial Cooperation Policies 

and Support for Students Searching for 

Jobs or Starting Businesses  

Invigoration of Korean Massive Open 

Online Course Service (K-MOOC) 

Reinforcement of Multicultural Education

Support for Students Who Defected from  

North Korea

Expansion of Official Development 

Assistance (ODA) in the Education Sector 

Promotion of Student Exchange Programs 

and Outstanding International Students



Korean Education 
Access and Qaulity From the Equity Perspective 

Equity 

Learners 

Outcomes

Learning 

Outcome 

Social 

Outcomes 

Schools & 

learning 

Environmen

t

Systems 

Korean Education 
From the Equity Perspective 

Providing Equal Educational Opportunities 

to Everyone  

Promotion of Vocational Education and 

Training to Everyone

Art, Physical and Character-Building  

Education for Well-Rounded Growth for 

Everyone  

Develop Talents   

Dispatching and Development of Teachers 

in the remote and marginalized regions 

Early Childhood Education for All Children

Equitable Education Informatization, ICT in 

Education 

Lifelong Education Provided to Vulnerable 

Social Groups 

Promotion of Regional and Local 

Universities

Academic-Industrial Cooperation Policies 

and Support for Students Searching for 

Jobs or Starting Businesses to Vulnerable 

Social Groups 

Reinforcement of Multicultural Education 

in Vulnerable Social Groups 

Support for Students Who Defected from  

North Korea 

Expansion of Official Development 

Assistance (ODA) from the Education 

Sector in developing countries 
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