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Vanuatu - Map Vanuatu:
 Consists of 83 islands, of which around 65 are 

inhabited.
 There are 6 main provinces which make-up Vanuatu:

Malampa, Shefa, Penama, Tafea, Sanma & Torba
 These 6 provinces, along with the urban centres of 

Port Vila & Luganville generally form the basis of 8 
stratum.

Challenges:
 High cost of transportation due to very remote areas.
E.g. Similar cost of travel from Vanuatu to New Caledonia 
than to go to Santo and Tanna.
 Financial support & constraints
 Bureaucracy (eg. DHS)
Managing multiple donor partners
 Vulnerability – Disasters, weather, climate change
 Budget a determinant in Sampling design
 Political will




Overview of Sample Surveys in Vanuatu

Survey Type Year Domain Type Stratification Sample size Sampling approach

Health Survey 

(DHS/MICS)
2013

3 ‐ Urban, Rural1 

& Rural2
Urban, Rural1 & Rural2 2200 HH Two stage ‐ PPS&SYS

Income & 

Expenditure 

(HIES)

2018
6 province & 2 

urban
6 province & 2 urban 3680 HH Two stage ‐ PPS&SYS

Agriculture 2007 6 province
Small, Medium & Large 

islands

Small ‐ all, 

Medium ‐ 33%, 

Large ‐ 33%

Two stage ‐ SRS&SYS

Survey/Census Year Cost VT Cost Aus $

Health Survey 

(DHS/MICS)
2013 50 million 609,238

2010 65 million 791,937

2018 89 million 1 million

Agriculture Census 2006 190 million 2.3 million

2009 209 million 2.5 million

2010 60 million 730,912

Note: Source (https://www.xe.com/currencyconverter/) & Estimates

Income & Expenditure 

(HIES)

Population Census

Overview of Sample Surveys in Vanuatu
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2018 NSDP Baseline Survey - (Expanded HIES)

 Driven by the Country Development Plan (National Sustainable Development Plan) 

 As suggested previously, the standard 8 stratum will be adopted

 Two stage sampling will be applied within each stratum

 Stage 1: Selection of Enumeration Areas

 Stage 2: Selection of Households
Number of households per EA will differ in each stratum

 32 rounds over a 12 month period

 Addresses seasonal fluctuation

 Field staff become more skilled as field work progresses

 Roughly sampling 3,680 HH from 55,015 HH

2006 Agriculture Census 

 1993 Approach/Methodology

 Phase 1 - Listing of all households including data on gender, type of crop grown, livestock raised, fishing, forestry 
and logging activities conducted. 

 Master Sampling Frame for Agriculture Survey – (Sampling frame of households engaged in agriculture, livestock, forestry and 
fisheries).

 One month listing exercise undertaken.

 Phase 2 – Agriculture Survey, a series of sample surveys were conducted in 2007 on selected agriculture crops 
(coconut, cocoa, coffee, kava, vanilla, pepper) and livestock, forestry and fisheries.

 Cluster of 65 islands into 18 major islands

 Stratification based on Small (<500hh), Medium (>500<2000 hh) & Large (>2000hh) islands

 Partial Two stage sampling:

 Stage one: 1/3 of EA selected, random selection (except for small strata as all HH interviewed)

 Stage two: 1/3 of HH selected for ONLY Large islands using systematic sampling (all medium selected EA had a complete enumeration)

 Two month data collection (field work)

 Due to high cost to implement multiple surveys, one round of data collection was implemented with all Surveys being carried out 
at once!



FUTURE SURVEY PLANS

 2018 HIES Qs

 2020 Population & Housing Census

Having an Agriculture module

 Agriculture Census/Surveys - 2025
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Tank Yu Tumas!


