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•Sri Lanka in a nutshell 
•National Statistical System (NSS) 
•Department of Census and Statistics (DCS) 
•Micro data Dissemination Policy and Process of DCS 
•Accelerated Data Program (ADP) 
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Department of Census and Statistics (DCS) is 
the National Statistical Office (NSO) mainly 
responsible for collecting, compiling and 
disseminating relevant, reliable and up-to-
date statistical information.  
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Censuses and Surveys Conducted by DCS in the past 20     years (from 
1989 to date) 
 

 Censuses  
  Population and Housing 2001 
  Agriculture 2002 
  Industries 2004 
  Public & Semi Government Sector Employment  1990, 1994, 1998, 2002, 2006 
 Sample Surveys 
  Quarterly Labour force 1990 – 2009 each quarter 
  House hold Income & Expenditure 1990/91, 1995/96, 2002, 2006 
 Crop Estimation Survey of Paddy – two agricultural seasons 1989 - 2009 
 Crop Estimation Survey of Big Onion 1997-2009   
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Censuses and Surveys Conducted by DCS in the past 20 years. 
  Sample Surveys 

  Demography and Health Survey 1993, 2000, 2006 
  Annual Survey of Industries 1989 to 2009 (annually) 
  Annual Survey of Construction Industries 1989 to 2008 (annually) 
  Computer Literacy Survey 2002, 2006 
 
 Other Data 
  National Accounts 1989 to 2009 (each quarter) 
  Weekly retail prices 1989 to 2009 (weekly) 
  Highland Crops 1989 to 2008 (annually) 
  Cost of Production of Tea 1989 to 2009 (annually) 
   Cost of Production of Rubber 1989 to 2009 (annually) 
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Census, Surveys and other administration data conducted/ 
derived by Statistics units of other Ministries and Departments 
in the last 20 years  
 Annual School Census        - (1996 – 2008)  -      Conducted by Statistics unit of             

                           the Ministry of Education  
 
 Birth Statistics                       - (1989 – 2008)         Statistics unit of the  
 Death Statistics         - (1989 – 2008)       Registrar Generals Department 
 Marriages Statistics         - (1989 – 2008)       (using administrative data) 
         
 Vehicle Registration               - (1989 - 2009)    -    Statistics unit of the Registrar      

                                                                          of Motor Vehicles (using  
              administrative  data) 
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Census, Surveys and other administration data conducted/ 
derived by Statistics units of other Ministries and Departments 
in the last 20 years  

 
 Police Road Accidents        - (1989 – 1994)   -     Statistics unit of the Department of  

                                   Police (using administrative data) 
 
  Custom Data                      - (1989 – 2008)   -    Statistics unit of  Sri Lanka            

                                  Customs (using administrative data) 
 

 Health Statistics                  - (1989-2008)      - Statistics unit of the Ministry of Health 
          (using administrative data) 
 
 Prison Statistics                - (1989-2008)       -     Statistics unit of the Department of  

                 Prisons (using administrative data) 
 

Department of Census and Statistics (DCS) -   SRI LANKA 

Contd.. 

Department of Census and Statistics 
(DCS) 

http://images.google.lk/imgres?imgurl=http://farm2.static.flickr.com/1302/1229095494_88ed0836e3.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.flickr.com/photos/8617525%40N07/1229095494/&usg=__etoscWUm79SGsDma2jykWa_OnH8=&h=297&w=207&sz=74&hl=si&start=11&um=1&tbnid=umxDxJH8YQ4IWM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=81&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dsri%2BLanka%2Bemblam%26hl%3Dsi%26rlz%3D1T4ADBR_enLK268LK268%26sa%3DN%26um%3D1


10 

Census, Surveys and other administration data conducted/ 
derived by Statistics units of other Ministries and Departments 
in the last 20 years  
 
 Fisheries Statistics - (1989-2008) -        Statistics unit of the Ministry of  

                     Fisheries Aquatic Resources 
       (using administrative data) 
 
 Central Bank Publications                      -       The consumer finances and socio 

                                     economic survey report 
2003/04   

             -       Economic and Social Statistics of 
        Sri Lanka 2007   
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Advanced data released calendar of DCS 
 The data users are informed in advance when survey/census/other statistics are release
 Advanced data release calendar of DCS is published on DCS web site. 
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Dissemination Methods used 
 Survey Reports, CD’s 
 Dissemination workshops 
 Press conferences 
 Web site 
 Library 
 Microdata laboratory  
 National Data Archive  
 Releasing microdata files according to the Data Dissemination Policy of DCS 
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Web updating team was formed by DCS representing all technical divisions in order to 
disseminate latest information. 
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 Classifications                        - Industry 
                                   - Occupation 
 
 Administration area codes               - Province 
                                           - District 
                                  - Divisional Secretary Division (Sub District) 
                                                                 - Grama Niladari Division (lowest level) 
 
Published these in DCS website. So that other users can make use of these to 

have a uniform system in Sri Lanka. 
 

      
 

DCS has taken steps to make other data producers/ data users to use the same 
codes/classifications, used in Population and Housing Census conducted by DCS. 
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Classifications 

Contd… 

Industry 
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Classifications 

Contd… 

Occupation 

Department of Census and Statistics (DCS) -   SRI LANKA 

Department of Census and Statistics 
(DCS) 

http://images.google.lk/imgres?imgurl=http://farm2.static.flickr.com/1302/1229095494_88ed0836e3.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.flickr.com/photos/8617525%40N07/1229095494/&usg=__etoscWUm79SGsDma2jykWa_OnH8=&h=297&w=207&sz=74&hl=si&start=11&um=1&tbnid=umxDxJH8YQ4IWM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=81&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dsri%2BLanka%2Bemblam%26hl%3Dsi%26rlz%3D1T4ADBR_enLK268LK268%26sa%3DN%26um%3D1


17 

Administration area 

Contd… 

Census Codes, Provinces 
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Districts, DS Divisions, GN Divisions 
Administration area 

Contd… 
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Micro Data Dissemination Policy and 
Process of DCS 

 Micro data will be released for public use without identifications.    
 Currently released free of charge .  
 Eligible requesters  – Govt. Institutions, Universities, Students, and 

International Agencies.   
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Micro Data Dissemination Policy and 
Process of DCS 

 Step 1 - The data requester fills agreement form (DR. 1)  Attaches Study 
proposal and Submits to DCS 
 

 Step 2 – DCS determines the degree of acceptability of the request based on 
the  confidentiality nature / Intended purpose of the data. Approves/rejects  

      the request. 
  
 Step 3 -  On Approval a 25% anonymised sample file will be released to 

produce a draft report. 
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Micro Data Dissemination Policy and 
Process of DCS 

  
 Step 4 – The draft report is studied by DCS and the total anonymised dataset 

is  released provided the conclusions in the draft do not contradict the 
already published facts and level of desegregation complies with the 
sampling errors. ( This is done to avoid certain researchers publishing data 
at lower disaggregated levels without considering the sampling error 
associated with it and making wrong (conclusions). 

 
    Step 5 – The requester submits the final report to DCS and seeks approval to  
                    publish it. 
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Accelerated Data Program (ADP) 

 This is a Project launched by DCS in collaboration with WB/ PARIS 21 
in 2007.   

Contd.. 
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Accelerated Data Program (ADP) 
ADP Tasks….. 

Task 1 : 

Inventory , Documentation & Dissemination of existing Survey 
Microdata 

Task 2 : 

Analysis of existing Survey data & Assessment of the past Survey Program  

Task 3 : 

Development of an improved survey program and data collection 
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I. Establishing Microdata Laboratory - 2008 

•  Appointed ADP coordinator from each Technical Division of DCS 

•  Recruited  two (02) Consultants to monitor and execute the program 

II. Inventory of microdata -2008 

III.Compiled an inventory obtaining information from DCS, Other 

Government institutions and Other national and international 

organizations -2008 

Steps completed in Task 1 of ADP 
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IV.   Expertise in  micro data anonymization - Pending 

V.     National Data Archive -2008 
•  Trained 37 personnel  including the coordinators on IHSN  Microdata   

    Management Toolkit  

VI.    Launch of national microdata archive online -2009 

VII.   Update to Dissemination Policy – using current policy 

Steps completed in Task 1 of ADP 
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Documenting and Archiving of Data sets 
Almost all the datasets produced by the Censuses and Surveys conducted since 1970 
have been documented as shown below  

Sector No. of 
data sets 

Agriculture 69 

Population & Demography 10 

Industries 30 

National Accounts 41 

Education 26 

Health 11 

Vital Statistics 81 

Labour Force 56 

Other 26 

Total 350 
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 LankaDatta web site can be accessed through DCS web site. 
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LankaDatta Web site 

www.statistics.gov.lk 

Accelerated Data Program (ADP) 
Contd.. 
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Accelerated Data Program (ADP) 
Contd.. 
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National Data Archive of Sri Lanka 

Accelerated Data Program (ADP) 
Contd.. 
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Policies and Procedures 
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Accelerated Data Program (ADP) 
Contd.. 
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Browse Metadata 

• From the Data Catalog menu you can select the Census/ Survey  
  you want to see 
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Accelerated Data Program (ADP) 
Contd.. 
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Accelerated Data Program (ADP) 
Contd.. 

Questionnaire 
Click to see 

Sampling Methods 
Used 

Click  for Technical Doc. 

Data Files 
Survey 
reports 

Click to see Other 
Materials used in 

survey 
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Census Questionnaires 
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Accelerated Data Program (ADP) 
Contd.. 

http://images.google.lk/imgres?imgurl=http://farm2.static.flickr.com/1302/1229095494_88ed0836e3.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.flickr.com/photos/8617525%40N07/1229095494/&usg=__etoscWUm79SGsDma2jykWa_OnH8=&h=297&w=207&sz=74&hl=si&start=11&um=1&tbnid=umxDxJH8YQ4IWM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=81&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dsri%2BLanka%2Bemblam%26hl%3Dsi%26rlz%3D1T4ADBR_enLK268LK268%26sa%3DN%26um%3D1


35 

Technical Documents 
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Accelerated Data Program (ADP) 
Contd.. 
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Thank you 
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